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aation I'm amared at the amaunt that's re
ayeled and the amount of materials which are
recyclable —it'sveryimpressive. We're just in
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sposable materials, especially since the act
mnrm AIDS and greater concems of infection
On the positive side, however, is the great
ngenuitythatrecyclers onthe grass roots evel
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% The medical
profession’s awareness
of ecological issues
is atrocious, We'rein a
horribly wasteful environment
when you consider
all the plastic things
which get chucked
and thrown %

David Hagger, MD, ol Kalamazoo Neurology.an
eight physician office which has a full recycling
program says:

The medical profession’s o
w‘\ln»m al issues is atrocious, W
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bl wasteful cvironmant when you consider
all the plastic things which get chucked and
thiown We rinse out plastic things
chloro) which we literally use forfive minures
For nerve conduction studies we warm hands
na small plastic tray and used fo thiow them
oul. Now we have our lab send them to the
school for the kids Lo use for crayons and such,
We used 1o have paper gowns for our patients
which they literally wore for 10 minules in
some cases. Now we have @ woman in our
office Whe wants to make some extra mo
launder our cloth examining gowns at night.
People need to be more aware. You need
someone intheoffice whosays, This s impor-
tant! 1f | had my way, we'd have someanc in
cha wsuht‘r\duwm every hospilal whose job
it i to find creative ways 10 systemarically
analyze what Luuh, be used by whom and get
it there.”

Closing the loop

Closing the loop,” ic.. getting peaple to
use the malend\:» which are recycled, is an
indispensable p
Vhich endeavors o impact our vast eniron.
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1L problems. Jim Voight, MS, Midwest Re-
gional Director of Physicians for Social Re-
spansioility. a Nobel Peace Prize-Winning,
ganization wh cntly broadened its
focus on the threal of nuclear war Lo address
the consequences of global environmental
change, summarizes

o can get everybody (o recycle paperand
aluminum but unless you create a market for
these malerials you're not complering the
circle Recycling isabeginningand it would be
great if all doctors would show concem and
recycle themselves. But if you don't complete
the loop By buging products made of recycled
products you'te not having an effect

Is it worth the bother?

Please note the lollowing statistics onenvi-
wingswhich would result it all of
988 admissions to Michigan hospitals
111439881 were charted in medical recordk
e with recycled paperstock chart dividers
ercent recycled fibers; 10 percent post
nsumes s
- 27 268 trees would be saved
- 6,579 008 kwh less cnergy would be
thar in in paper production |Avere
vesidential cus approxi
5100 kuh to. heat and air condition their
homes annually)

- 11,228 000 fewer gallons of water wouldbe:
cansumed in the manufacruring process

96,240 pound reduction in air pallution
effluents would result

- 4,812 cubic yards less landfill would be
produced
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6 t's important for
those of us in health care
to deal with the impact
of the environment
on people’s health,*®
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Grand Rapids
Filing Systems

Randolph Medical
313-427-4810;

616-532-0700)

Michigan Department

Practical Systems
517-394- 1441

of Natural Resources

Recycling Clearinghouse
BU0-662-9278,

ol gt

Van Loozen
FIERZTRT |

Dernison e
v and et



