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Two new contestants then take their tum at
similarly demonstrating their mastery of Saint
Joseph Mercy Health System’s, Ann Arbor, sub-
stance abuse lecture for high school studens
Never has drug abuse education been so much
fun, and never has it been so effective!

Cheryl McInerney, coordinator of Saint Joseph
Mercy Health System’s Health Exploration Station
in Canton explains, “We play Jeopardy,
Feud and Wheel of Fortune — alwa
idea of using fun 1o help with education. We use a
ot of audiovisual equipment ta ereate a game
show atmosphere to help us get the kids involved
inthe prevention education we are providing

Afier much brainstorming and visits 1o
carler interactive learning centers in the United
States, the Health Exploration Station was con-
ceived and painstakingly buil as an interactive
educational facility capable of serving the various
constituencies of Saint Joseph Mercy Health
System — from kindergartners to senior citizens,
from visitors to patients, from nurses to
physicians, and more. This summer, more than
800 students participated in the station's pilot

safety and illness prevention.

Last spring, Mclnemey's staff conducted a series
of pilot programs with 17 visiting school groups,
Every piece of equipment was tried out and the cur-
riculum was fine-tuned. The station leared which
displays had 10 be strengthened to weathe: the
excitement of school age children and which lesson
plans needed to be tweaked into smoother scripts.

Mclnerney, who has a master's degree in
education and who was 2 junior high schaol
science teacher, has ensured that every detail was
considered and in place for the station. She
reports, “We had a pretty good idea as to what we
‘wanted and then consulted heavily with Midswest
Visual Communications to fine tune our equip-
ment selections and ensure that what we had in
the end was a truly integrated system. We knew
that we wanted equipment that is easy to use and
wil help us meet the challenge of creating a fun
and interactive atmosphere most conducive to
education

The best news s that the station makes itsell
available to any classes that are devoting time and
attention o health education. It charges orly $2 per

p o help
final touches in how the station’s equipment and
programs operate.

At the Health Exploration Station, technology is
centeal. Mclnerney summarizes, “Audiovisual
equipment i vital 10 every program in one way or
another and it is our main tool 1o get and keep the
Tads involved.” Most of the equipment used by the
station is of the same sort as that used in hospital
board tooms and lecture halls. Each classroom has
a podium with an AMX touch screen panel that
allows the lecturer to control the cameras, VCR,
LCD projector and all other equipment with a
simple touch screen. A computer system hooked
0 the LCD projector allows for PowerPoint pre-
sentations and also brings in students at distant
locations through a videoconferencing system.

How the audiovisual equipment is positioned has
‘much to do with creating the game show atmos
phere. One camera looks down on the instructor
and s geared for subjects such as CPR classes o
nutitional cooking lessons. A camera in the back of
the room shows game show participants that they
arc on TV. Up 10 60 people can be seated at once in
asemicircular array that helps drav them into the
game show action. Every audience member is
cquipped with a wircless keypad, a voting button
that allows for inscant tallics of audience votes on
multiple choice quiz questions.

The station also features a mini-museum with
custom-designed exhibits. The museum itself is in
the form of a giant body. You don'tjust learn.
about the intestinal tract, you walk through it!
And to complete the preventive health ecucation
reperioire, the station includes a fness area, a
smolng prevention area, and exhibits on home

udent and schools throughot
southeastern Michigan. “Once word spreads, we
expect that visitors wil travel great distances to see
the station” said Mclnemy. “That, or find a video-
conferencing hookup to be there virtually.” <>
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